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In the first placee would emphasise the biblical fact that blessedness, or in other words, true
happiness, belongs to the righteous and to them only. It cannot possibly be the lot of the wicked,
for to them, as Isaiah stresses time and again, there is no peace (48:22; 57 21); and peace with
God (Romans 5:1) accompanied by the peace of God (Philippians 4:7) is a substantial part of the
blessedness. We also emphasise that the term “righteous” does not apply to the merely natural
man who is given to contrasting himself with the outwardly wicked, and particularly so after his
performance of what he would regard as a good deed. He may call himself, and be called, a
Christian, but if his claim to be righteous stems from a feeling that his state of heart and his good
deed demonstrate his state to be good, he is building on a foundation of sand.

Natural man

The biblical assertion stares the natural man clearly and sternly in the face, “There is none
righteous, no, not one” (Romans 3:10). The more he feels himself to be good, the more he unfits
himself for the reception of God’s salvation. It is the sinner, not the righteous, whom Christ calls
to repentance (Matthew 9:13; Mark 2:17; Luke 5:32). It is the ungodly, not the righteous, whom
God justifies (Romans 4:5), or declares righteous. But He pronounces His verdict on the ground
that “Jesus Christ the righteous,” the believer’s “Advocate with the Father” (1 John 2:1) has
worked out a righteousness which God in grace reckons to the account of the sinner who
believes in His Son. Indeed, Christ is Himself the righteousness (1 Corinthians 1:30). The
believer stands before God in His holy heaven in all the acceptance of the Person and the work
of Christ Jesus Himself. This is the ground of his blessedness; and because of it, he in turn
blesses “the God and Father of our Lotd Jesus Christ,” who has blessed him “with all spiritual
blessings in heavenly places in Christ” (Ephesians 1:3).

Blessedness

In the second place We stress that the blessedness is Oeternal.O In ordinary usage,teoubtless
expression “eternal blessedness” would point particularly to the future, to that perfection of
happiness which awaits the glorified in “Kingdom come.” By its very nature, indeed, the word
“eternal” speaks of timelessness and unchangeableness. It takes “blessedness” out of the brief

and sole context of time, and even space, and bespeaks its existence before time, in time, and

when time shall be no more.

Words entrap us as we deal with such a subject. The limitations of human thought all but engage
ordinary mortals - there may be exceptions - to contemplate eternity itself as past, present and
future, and thus our statements tend to become self-contradictory. The natural man, convinced
of the inescapable fact that earthly life is fleeting fast, and that “time’s winged chariot” is
“hurrying near,” looks at the future in terms of “deserts of vast eternity.” Not so the spiritual
man. “Deserts” is the last word to spring to his lips in such a context, for God is his “eternal
home.O But let us keep strigtliKew Testament usage.

Blessings

We speak right biblically of blessings which belong to the righteous before the world and time
had existence. “He (the Father) hath chosen us in Him (the Son),” says the apostle, “before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love
(Ephesians 1:4). He adds much else. Let an English poet take up the strain:

Blessings abound where’er He reigns,
The prisoner leaps to lose his chains,
The weary find eternal rest,

And all the sons of want are blest.



Watts speaks with true vision and with poetic aptness. The Christian life, in its dateless origin, in
its time aspect, and in its “pleasures

for evermore” at the right hand of God, is pre-eminently a blessed life. It is incomparable. On
carth it knows its sorrows, temptations, distresses and persecutions, its doubts and its fears; but
“fullness of joy” is its outcome and its goal. Ahead is the “prize or the high calling of God in
Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:14). Already our citizenship is in heaven (Philippians 3:20). Here and
now we are come “unto Mount Sion and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem.” We keep company with myriads of angels and firstborn-ones, written in heaven
(Hebrews 12:22-23). Ahead lie the pearly gates. The four-square city is already within the spirit’s
view. Shortly there will be the everlasting raptures and rejoicings. The foresight cf what is yet to
be, even now thrills the expectant soul. The not-so-distant music sounding out from the golden
bells of our glorious High Priest catches the ear amid the thousand voices of earth. We hear His
voice, “Behold, I come quickly (soon.” We reply, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus.”

Glorious content

Blessedness has glorious content Who would not share it in the fast-approaching day? And yet
the fact is that to none but the righteous are such events, and is such company, desirable. To the
ungodly man, who despises Christian blessedness on earth, the bliss and society and activities of
heaven would be painful beyond expression. Each man goes to “his own place,” the place for
which he is fitted and which is fitted for him. “Say ye to the righteous that it shall be well with
him ... Woe unto the wicked! it shall be ill with him.” So said Isaiah (3:10,11), and to these
solemn sentences of bliss and woe let all say “Amen.”

Future

We fix our chief attention at this point on the future and the futurity of the blessedness of the
righteous, and we note, first, that their blessedness is of and from the Father. “Come, ye blessed

of my Father” (Matthew 25:34). It was He who sent His only begotten Son into the world that

we might live through Him. The Son of God at His second coming (having accomplished a
petfect redemptive work at His first coming) sets His sheep on His right hand, and then speaks
to them the word that He so often used during His ministry on earth — “COME.”

He has fulfilled on their behalf all His Father’s good pleasure. They by grace have believed His
gospel to the saving of their souls. They are not of those who have drawn back unto perdition
(Hebrews 10:39). Their reward is an eternal welcome and an eternal inheritance, incorruptible
and undefiled and unfading. For this they have been kept, and made ready to be revealed in the
last time (1 Peter 1:4,5). And at the precise moment when they hear “the welcome voice” and
enter into possession of their inheritance, their Lord reminds them that the kingdom they receive
has been prepared for them before the foundation of the world (Matthew 25:34). A marvellous
rainbow arch of blessing spans what the prophet Micah describes as “the days of eternity” (5:2
marg.). The Lord, through whom all blessings come to the righteous, is well called the “King of
the ages” or “of eternity” (“the King eternal” 1 Timothy 1:17).

Caution

Here it seems well to strike a note of caution and warning. There are some who, in handling
Matthew chapter 25 (the sheep and goats chapter) argue that the sheep are accepted as righteous
by God on the ground of the merit of their good works - the giving 6 food and drink to the
destitute, the receiving of the stranger, the clothing of the naked, the visiting of the sick, the
caring for the prisoner. But we notice that, when they receive their Lord’s well-done for these
things, they lay claim to no accruing merit (verses 37-39). On the contrary, the goats claim to
have served the Lord by such works. It must be well understood that, while believers bring forth
“good works” to the glory of God, their salvation is the ground, not the consequence of, those
works; the rogtnot the fruit. The sequence is made crystal clear in many scriptures. We quote
from one only: “By grace are ye saved, through faith ... not of works ... created unto good works,
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in themOifizphéd 0).

Rewarded



In the abounding mercy of God the good works of the righteous will be rewarded. “God is not

unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love which ye have showed toward his name”

(Hebrews 6:10), and beyond all doubt they may be accounted a part of the blessedness. But it is

what their Lord has done for them, rather than what they have done for their Lord, that
constitutes bliss. The eternal note of joy runs, OHe (the Lord) hath done all things well.O It is
“unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood” that the song resounds

through the many mansions. Blessedness is all from Him: “For of him, and through him, and to

him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. amen” (Romans 11:36).

Where He is

One aspect of the eternal blessedness of the righteous - an aspect, perhaps, which moves them
more than any other-is that they will be with their Lord where He is. It is a guaranteed blessing:
... that where I am, there ye may be also” (John 14:3). The apostolic testimony sounds the same
assured note: “So shall we ever be with the Lord” (1 Thessalonians 4:17). Hence the believer’s
comfort when death invades the Christian family. The ability to sing,

“For ever with the Lord!”

Amen, so let it be!

Life from the dad is in that word,
“Tis immortality.

is proof of the comfort. The Christian has Osongs in the night.O The Book of Job informs us that
God “gives” them, and experience confirms the good word (35:10). If to be on earth without the

physical sight of Christ, “yet believing,” is capable of yielding “joy unspeakable and full of glory”

as a present experience — and believers do at times enjoy such flights of rapture - what will be the

measure of the joy of seeing Him face to face and of knowing even as we are kKnown?

What will it be to dwell above,
And with the Lord of Glory reign?

sang Joseph Swain, the 18th-century Baptist preacher of Walworth. Wisely he does not attempt
an answer to his own query, except in the words,

No heart can tell, no tongue explain,
What joy 'twill be with Christ to reign.

Nor can any living Christian supply a more adequate answer. Yet we know that God has revealed
something to us by His Spirit of the length and breadth, the height and depth, of eternal bliss (1
Corinthians 2:10), despite the truth that eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man
conceived what God has prepared for them that love Him. The entire matter belongs to Othe
deep things of God” and the Spirit of God alone is competent to search it.

lllustration

The Christian has a striking illustration of the fact that his blessedness is eternal, in the
expression “eternal life.” We take the words on our lips glibly enough, but their content is
indescribably great. Ol give unto my sheep eternalilifese Good Shepherd to the believer’s
foes (John 10:28). How slow is the believer oftentimes to take the blessed truth home to himselfl
We live, most of us, at Oa poor dying rate,0 lamentably indifferent to the wonders of the life
within our souls. Too much we conform to Bunyan’s description of the man with the muckrake
who “could look no way but downwards,” blissfully unaware (in his own way) of the celestial
crown held by “one over his head.” Even the best of men live but on “spending money,” on the
foretaste of glory, on the mercy-drops of grace. Shortly, we shall be in “the better country, that is,
an heavenly.” As Builder and Maker, God has prepared for the righteous “a city with
foundations.” If it were not so, He would be ashamed to be called our God (Hebrews 11:16). On
our part, let us confess His Name unashamedly, and reckon it all joy if we are counted worthy to
suffer present shame for His Name (Acts 5:41).



